
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thought for the Week: Sunday 30th November 2025, 1st Sunday of Advent. 

As we begin the season of Advent, which will culminate in the celebration of Christmas, the Church invites us in this first 

week of Advent through the Sacred Liturgy to focus not on the first coming of Christ in Bethlehem, but on his Second 

Coming (also called the Parousia). Each week in the Nicene Creed we profess our belief that He will come again in glory 

to judge the living and the dead, and Jesus in today’s Gospel tells us, “You must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an 

hour you do not expect.”  It is important for us from time to time to think upon our own mortality and eternal destiny. To 

reflect upon the reality of what we call ‘The Four Last Things’, that is death, judgement, heaven and hell. The first two – 

death and judgement - we will all undergo; there is no escaping it. Of the last two then – heaven and hell – well that 

largely depends upon us. We ask God in the Collect of today’s Mass to grant us the resolve to run forth to meet Christ 

with righteous deeds, so that we may be made worthy to possess the heavenly kingdom with Him. It is by living a 

righteous life, a Godly life, that we will arrive at our final end for which we were created: heaven. It is for this reason St. 

Paul tells us in todays Second Reading to “cast off the works of darkness and put on the armour of light.” 

However, we know all too well that alone we could never achieve this. We need help because of our weakness and our 

tendency to sin (also called concupiscence) which is a wound left by original sin. Here enters then the first coming of 

Christ. Why did God the Son, the Second Person of the Trinity, humble himself and come down from heaven? It was to 

offer us this help we need, which we might call grace, to bring us back to Him. It was to offer us his unbounded love so 

that we might live a life pleasing to Him, a life of grace and holiness, so that we might live with Him forever. By turning 

our attention in this first part of Advent to the future, to the Second Coming, the Church helps us to understand the true 

reason for Christmas and for the Incarnation of God the Son; that being our eternal salvation. 

St. Alphonsus Ligouri writes, “Jesus Christ is born for you.” There is a personal nature to this miraculous birth of 

Christ by the Virgin Mary. He is born for each of us individually, “to deliver you from everlasting death, and to open to 

you heaven, which is our country,” continues St. Alphonsus. So, amidst all the preparations and joyous celebrations I 

hope many of us will enjoy this Christmastide, let us not forget the most important preparation of all – to prepare our 

hearts for the coming of Christ, so that we may meet Him worthily when He comes again in glory. Then we will come 

to enjoy those jubilant celebrations of heaven along with the angels and saints which will never end. Amen. 

Owen Dugan, Seminarian 

 

NEWSLETTER 

SOUTH BERKSHIRE PASTORAL AREA 

Communities of Bracknell, Sandhurst, Wokingham and Crowthorne 

Catholic Diocese of Portsmouth (Registered Charity No. 1199568) 

Bringing People Closer to Jesus Christ through His Church 

Our Priests & Parish Offices 

St. Joseph and St. Margaret Clitherow, Bracknell: 39 Braccan Walk, RG12 1HA 

Parish Priest: Fr. Danny McAvoy (Coordinating Pastor). Parish Administrators: Donna Mody and Francis Barton. 

Opening times: Mon-Tues, 9am-3pm; Wed-Fri, 9am-5pm.  

Tel. 01344 425729. Email: office@bracknellcatholicchurch.org 

 

Corpus Christi, Wokingham: 60 Sturges Road, RG40 2HE 

Parish Priest: Canon Simon Thomson JV. Parish Administrator: Hannah Procter. 

Opening times: Tue & Fri, 10am-2pm; Wed & Thu, 9.30am-12pm. 

Tel. 01189 780348. Email: wokingham@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk  

 

Immaculate Conception, Sandhurst: 63-67 Yorktown Road, GU47 9BS and Holy Ghost, Crowthorne: 51 New 

Wokingham Road, RG45 6JG. 

Parish Priest: Fr. Marcus Brisley. Parish Administrator: Elizabeth Ramos. 

Opening times: Mon, Wed, Thu & Fri, 9.30am-12.30pm. 

Tel. 01252 876820. Email: crowsand@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk  
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Date Time Church Mass Intention 
Sat. 29th Nov. 
1st Sunday of Advent 

5.30pm 
6.00pm 
6.00pm 

Corpus Christi 
St. Joseph’s 
Immaculate Conception 

Sarah Jane Hughes (Intentions) 
People of the Parish 
Katherine Willoughby RIP & Monica Leese RIP 

Sun. 30th Nov. 
1st Sunday of Advent 

8.30am 
9.00am 
9.00am 
10.30am 
11.00am 
11.00am  

St. Joseph’s 
Corpus Christi 
Immaculate Conception 
St. Joseph’s 
Corpus Christi 
Holy Ghost 

(Thanksgiving) Safe Arrival of Edith Rose McDougall 
Mary Buttigieg RIP (F) 
Harry Brisley RIP 
(Thanksgiving) Felicia Affah 
Alberta Estares Sr. RIP 
People of the Parish 

Mon. 1st Dec. 
St. Edmund 
Campion 

9.30am Holy Ghost Ranjan Gunasekera RIP & Lasanpha Rajapaksa RIP 

Tue. 2nd Dec. 
Feria in Advent 

10.00am 
7.00pm  

St. Joseph’s 
Corpus Christi 

Andy & Terri Landmann (Health) 
Marguerite Howard (90th Birthday) 

Wed. 3rd Dec. 
St. Francis Xavier 

9.30am Corpus Christi Advent School Mass 

Thu. 4th Dec. 
Feria or  
St. John Damascene 

9.30am 
10.00am 

Corpus Christi 
St. Joseph’s 

 
Paul Baker RIP 

Fri. 5th Dec. 
Feria in Advent 

9.30am 
9.30am 
1.30pm 

Corpus Christi 
Immaculate Conception 
St. Joseph’s 

Chris Evans RIP 
Elizabeth Manweiller RIP 
Requiem Mass: Blanche Shap RIP 

Sat. 6th Dec. 
Feria or 
St. Nicholas 
Vigil: 2nd Sunday of 
Advent 

10.00am 
10.00am 
-------- 
5.30pm 
6.00pm 
6.00pm 

St. Joseph’s 
Holy Ghost 
----------------- 
Corpus Christi 
St. Joseph’s 
Immaculate Conception 

 
Bice & Antonio Valente RIP 
 
Angela Mary Callaghan RIP 
People of the Parish 
Joao Jose Lourenco Nazareth RIP 

Sun. 7th Dec. 
2nd Sunday of 
Advent 

8.30am 
9.00am 
9.00am 
10.30am 
11.00am 
11.00am 

St. Joseph’s 
Corpus Christi 
Immaculate Conception 
St. Joseph’s 
Corpus Christi 
Holy Ghost 

Edelina Patigayon & Felix Patigayon RIP 
Fr. Jim Joyce RIP 
People of the Parish 
Thanksgiving: Weronica Jastrzebski & Friends 
Magdalena Mijares RIP & Ottorino Visentin RIP 
Peter D’Allenger RIP 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mass Times and Intentions 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

St. Joseph’s, Bracknell: Friday’s from 11am-12pm. 

 

Corpus Christi, Wokingham: Wednesday’s from 

08.30am-09.30am and Thursday’s from 8pm-9pm. 

 

 
Regular Confession Times 

Corpus Christi: Saturday’s from 5pm. 

St. Joseph’s: Saturday’s from 11am 

Immaculate Conception: 

After Friday Morning Mass 

Saturday’s from 5.15pm 

 

Holy Ghost: After Mass on Saturday and Sunday. 

Safeguarding 

All our parishes operate in accordance with the safeguarding 

policies of the Catholic Diocese of Portsmouth. If you have a 

safeguarding concern or have a safeguarding related question, 

please contact one of our safeguarding representatives or the 

Diocesan safeguarding office (Tel. 02392 816396). 

 

Our Representatives 

Bracknell: Marion McGuire, Sarah Birch & Paula Read 

safeguarding@bracknellcatholicchurch.org or  

Tel. 07712 048695 

 

Wokingham: Claire Hughes & Jordana Onegi 

safeguardingwok@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk or 

Tel. 07731 851296 

 

Sandhurst/Crowthorne: Sandra Owoso & Gerry Picozzi 

safeguarding.crosa@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk 

mailto:safeguarding@bracknellcatholicchurch.org
mailto:safeguardingwok@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk
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PASTORAL AREA NOTICES 

MASS TIMES FOR CHRISTMAS (incl. Octave) 

Wed. 24th Dec. – Christmas Eve (Vigil Mass) 

4pm – Corpus Christi, Wokingham (Children’s Mass) 

5pm – St. Joseph’s, Bracknell (Children’s Mass) 

5pm – Immaculate Conception, Sandhurst 

6pm – Corpus Christi, Wokingham 

8pm – St. Joseph’s, Bracknell 

 Carol Service begins at 7.30pm 

9pm – Corpus Christi, Wokingham 

10pm – Holy Ghost, Crowthorne 

 

Thu. 25th Dec. - Christmas Day 

8.30am – St. Joseph’s, Bracknell 

9.00am – Immaculate Conception, Sandhurst 

10.00am – Corpus Christi, Wokingham 

10.30am – St. Joseph’s, Bracknell 

11.00am – Holy Ghost, Crowthorne 

 

Fri. 26th Dec. – St. Stephen’s Day 

9.30am – Immaculate Conception, Sandhurst 

12.00pm – St. Joseph’s, Bracknell 

 

Sat. 27th Dec. – St. John the Evangelist 

10.00am – St. Joseph’s, Bracknell 

10.00am – Holy Ghost, Crowthorne 

 

Sat.27th Dec. and Sun. 28th Dec. – The Holy Family 

Regular Sunday Mass times. 

 

Mon. 29th Dec. – St. Thomas Becket, Bishop and Martyr 

9.30am – Holy Ghost, Crowthorne 

12.00pm – St. Joseph’s, Bracknell 

 

Tue. 30th Dec. – 6th Day within the Octave 

12.00pm – St. Joseph’s, Bracknell 

7.00pm – Corpus Christi, Wokingham 

 

Wed. 31st Dec. – 7th Day within the Octave 

9.30am – Corpus Christi, Wokingham 

9.30am – Immaculate Conception, Sandhurst 

12.00pm – St. Joseph’s, Bracknell 

 

Thu. 1st Jan. – Solemnity of Mary, Holy Mother of God 

9.30am – Holy Ghost, Crowthorne 

10.30am – Corpus Christi, Wokingham 

12.00pm – St. Joseph’s, Bracknell 

Advent Penitential Service 

On Thursday 18th December beginning at 7pm, 

there will be an Advent Penitential Service for the 

whole Pastoral Area at St. Joseph’s, Bracknell. Our 

three priests alongside a visiting priest will be available 

for individual confession. This is a great way to prepare 

ourselves to celebrate the Lord’s Nativity, by 

reconciling ourselves with Him through this wonderful 

Sacrament so to receive him with a cleansed heart in 

Holy Communion this Christmas. 

 

 

 

Series of Advent Talks 

In order to prepare ourselves this Advent for the 

celebration of Christmas, Owen Dugan, a seminarian 

for our diocese who is on extended placement with 

Canon Simon in Wokingham (who most of you will 

have seen by now) will be delivering a series of Advent 

Talks across our Pastoral Area. The talks will take place 

on the Wednesday’s of Advent lasting around 25 

minutes, after each talk there will be a brief period of 

Eucharistic Adoration, followed by refreshments. This 

is a great opportunity for us to come together as a 

pastoral area to grow in faith, prepare our hearts well 

for Christmas, and hopefully get to know each other a 

little better as we prepare to become one parish in the 

fullness of time. You are all warmly invited to attend! 

The talks will begin at 7pm and take place as follows: 

 

Wed. 03rd Dec. – St. Joseph’s, Bracknell – Christ Will 

Come Again: Are we Prepared? 

Wed. 10th Dec. – Immaculate Conception, Sandhurst 

– Preparing Our Hearts to Receive the Baby Jesus this 

Christmas with the Blessed Virgin Mary. 

Wed. 17th Dec. – Corpus Christi, Wokingham – Let us 

Adore the Lord with the Magi: The Mystery of the 

Incarnation. 

 

 

 

 

 

Cathedral150 Appeal 

May 2032 marks the 150th Anniversary of our 

Cathedral and Diocese. The Cathedral is in need of 

major repairs and update works to comply with 

building regulations. The urgent repairs alone will cost 

in the region of £2.5 million. This weekend marks the 

beginning of the Cathedral150 Appeal in order to raise 

funds for these essential works. The Cathedral parish 

is situated in the poorest part of our Diocese and the 

burden of maintenance is beyond its limited financial 

resources. If you feel you could help in any way, 

whether financially or by giving your time, please 

speak to your Parish Priest or send an email to 

cathedral150@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk. 

 

As we come to the end of the month of November, let us 

continue to pray for all the faithful departed and the Holy 

Souls, particularly those of our loved ones. Let us also pray 

for all those who are sick and dying at this time. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

News from Wokingham 

Christmas Concert in Aid of the Corpus Christi Africa Fund - The South Berkshire Singers, along with St Teresa’s 

Catholic Academy Choir, will be giving the annual Christmas Concert in aid of the Corpus Christi Africa Fund at 4.00pm 

on Sunday 7 December 2025. Tickets costing £5.00 will be on sale after each Mass on 29th/30th November. There will 

be light refreshments available for a small donation following the concert. The proceeds of this event go towards providing 

an Uji porridge meal to every child at OLN every day of the school year at a cost of just £10.00 per child. 

For everyone’s comfort and safety, tickets will be numbered to ensure maximum capacity is not exceeded.  Therefore, 

please do purchase tickets in advance as the concert is likely to sell out and it cannot be guaranteed there will be sets 

available on the day. In previous years, some parishioners have very kindly purchased tickets as a way of donating to the 

fund, but without attending. If you would like to donate this year but can’t attend, please do use the various methods 

available for donating including the collection bins that will be available on the ticket sales weekends. 

Christmas at Corpus Christi – Please join us for coffee and mince pies on Sunday 14th December after the 9am and 

11am Masses. Please bring along your young ones as there will be games for children and a visit from St. Nick! 

Parish Panto - Mirror, mirror on the wall...could this be the silliest show of all? Tickets are now on sale for the Parish 

Pantomime: Snow White. An adaptation of the classic fairytale, our family friendly parish panto returns in January. Full of 

pantomime characters you’ll love, this year we are supporting local charity The Cowshed.  

The Show Times are as follows: 3pm or 7pm on Saturday 31st January 2026 and 3pm on Sunday 1st February 2026. All 

shows are held at the Caldwell Hall Theatre, Holme Grange School Wokingham RG40 3AL. For full details & online box 

office: https://donate.giveasyoulive.com/charity/corpus-christi-wokingham-catholic-parish/event/snow-white 

News from Sandhurst/Crowthorne 

Simbang Gabi (Night Mass) at Panunuluyan - This is a Christmas custom beloved in the Philippines and combines 

Mass with a tableau of Our Lady and St. Joseph seeking some shelter in Bethlehem before the birth of the Lord Jesus. It 

is always a wonderful occasion and this year will be at 6.30pm on Wednesday 17th December in the Church of the 

Immaculate Conception, Sandhurst. Everyone is warmly invited to attend. 

News from Bracknell 

2026 Ghana Fundraiser - Jarrell Cardoz, who plays the piano at the 10:30am Sunday Mass, is hosting a fundraising 

charity event on the 6th December after the 6pm Mass, to raise money for his upcoming volunteering trip in Ghana. The 

evening will comprise of a full concert featuring multiple talented individuals (including Jarrell himself ), who will be 

playing everything from traditional hymns to modern hits. There will also be a cake & snack sale with various traditional 

Ghanian treats.  

 

This is in support of the Sustainable Energy Enterprises Development (SEED) project which focuses on creating 

opportunities for young people in third world countries to build their knowledge and develop their skills in sustainable 

development industries before reaching higher education through practical education and mentally enriching experiences. 

 

If you are able to contribute to the evening with your skills (whether that be playing an instrument, singing, baking, or 

something out of left field) please contact the office! Otherwise, we look forward to seeing you on the night for musical 

and culinary delights galore. 

St Joseph’s School Christmas Fayre & Carol Service - On Saturday 6th December, from 2pm-5pm, St Joseph’s 

School (RG12 9AP) are hosting their Christmas Fayre. Expect market stalls, tasty food, festive games, a bottle & chocolate 

tombola, Santa’s grotto, mulled wine, and lots more! They will also be hosting a carol singing service at St Joseph & St 

Margaret Clitherow on Wednesday 17th December at 6pm, which is sure to be excellent, everyone is welcome! 

GIVE A GIFT FOR CHRISTMAS - We would like to invite our wonderful pastoral area community to consider donating 

a Christmas gift for those around us who are most in need. This is a past initiative we would like to run again this year 

which helps those in need such as women and children at the Berkshire Women’s Aid Refuge and Bracknell LIFE house 

as well as local care homes and needy families. If you would like to help out, gifts such sweet treats for adults/children 

and boxed gift sets of toiletries will be happily accepted. If you would like to support Mothers & Children at the two above 

named organisations, please contact pastoralcare@bracknellcatholicchurch.org for more details. Gifts can be brought to 

the parish hall at St. Joseph’s before weekend Masses over the coming 3 weekends. Thanks in advance for your generosity! 

mailto:pastoralcare@bracknellcatholicchurch.org

