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NEWSLETTER – SUNDAY 22nd MAY 2022

SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
===========================================================================

Mass Times and Intentions 

Saturday   6.00pm (IC) Deceased relatives of Eddy Jacks

Sunday   9.00am (IC) Tim Brierley RIP  

11.00am (HG) Freddy Green RIP

Monday   9.30am (HG)   Gwyneth Brisley RIP                     

Tuesday No public Mass today

Wednesday   9.30am (IC)     Cyn Hopkins RIP

                            7.00pm (IC)     Vigil Mass for the Ascension of the Lord               

Thursday  10.00am (HG) Ken Chong RIP

  1.15pm (SL) Fr. Michael Peters RIP

Friday   9.30am (IC) Rosary Group intentions

Saturday 10.00am (HG) Edward Cheung RIP

  6.00pm (IC) The People of the Parish

Sunday   9.00am (IC) The well-being of Patricia & Rob Wilson and family 

29/5 11.00am (HG) Deceased members of the Timpson family

This Sunday we will use Preface 5 of Easter & Eucharistic Prayer 2

Feasts

Wednesday – St. Bede the Venerable, Doctor of the Church

Thursday – THE ASCENSION OF THE LORD – A HOLY DAY

Friday - St. Augustine of Canterbury, Bishop, Apostle of the English



Anniversaries - The following people’s anniversaries will occur during the coming week: Douglas 
Haines, Teresa Moylan and Mary-Anne Overend. May they rest in peace.

Please pray for the repose of the soul of Bernard Eden who died on Thursday. Bernard moved 
away from the parish a few years ago but many of you will remember him as the Bingo Club 
organiser and for the many years he ran the Bric-a-brac stall for the Donkey Derby.

Sacrament of Reconciliation –

Sandhurst: Fridays after 9.30am Mass; Saturdays 5.15pm – 5.45pm

Crowthorne: Saturdays after 10.00am Mass; Sundays after 11.00am Mass

The Sacrament is also available at other times by contacting Father Marcus to make an 
appointment.

Holy Days of Obligation – The Holy Days of Obligation observed in England and Wales are to be 
restored by our bishops with their authority as the successors of the Apostles, with effect from 
Pentecost Sunday (Sunday 5th June). Taking our cue from the Ten Commandments, Catholics 
have always expressed our faith by attending Mass on Sundays and certain Feast Days as a 
matter of serious obligation. Our bishops write that:  Since the beginning of the Covid pandemic, 
until the present time, we have shared with you our judgement that the situation of the last two 
years has meant that the Sunday Obligation has been impeded and has needed to be fulfilled in 
other ways. We thank God that this situation has now changed. The pressing challenges of the 
pandemic have lessened significantly. Most people have resumed the wide range of normal 
activities, no longer restricted by the Covid measures. We therefore believe that the reasons which 
have prevented Catholics from attending Mass on Sundays and Holy Days of Obligation no longer 
apply. We understand that there will be some members of our congregations who, for reasons of 
health, do not feel safe enough to return to Mass. It has always been the understanding of the 
Church that when the freedom of any Catholic to attend Mass in person is impeded for some 
serious reason, because of situations such as ill-health, care for the sick or legitimate fear, this is 
not a breach of the Sunday Obligation. Our Catholic people and parishes have benefitted during 
these difficult times from the online streaming of Mass and other services. “Virtual viewing” of Mass 
online does not fulfil the Sunday Obligation. It may, however, be a source of continual spiritual 
comfort to those who cannot attend Mass in person, for example those who are elderly and sick, 
for whom the obligation does not apply... In the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass, the Lord’s Supper, the 
Lord Jesus entrusted to us the precious gift of Himself. With humility, we glory in being a 
Eucharistic people for whom attendance at Mass is essential. Looking forward to the forthcoming 
feast of Pentecost, we now invite all Catholics who have not yet done so to return to attending 
Mass in person.

Just to remind ourselves, the Holy Days of Obligation observed in England and Wales are: every 
Sunday; Epiphany (6th January); Ascension Day (the Thursday of the 6th Week of Eastertide); 
Corpus Christi (the second Sunday after Pentecost in this country); St. Peter & St. Paul (29th June); 
the Assumption of Our Lady (15th August); All Saints Day (1st November); and Christmas Day (25th 
December).   

Mission Appeal – Every year we are required to host a Mission Appeal, which enables people to 
discover more about the missionary outreach of the Church and also to give practical support. This 
weekend Brother John McAllister SM will speak at all of our Masses on behalf of the Society of 
Mary (Marist Fathers) about their educational work (including for refugees and street children) and 
pastoral care in Oceania, Africa and South America. For those who wish to make a donation in 
support of this there will be an opportunity to do so after Mass by placing it in the basket in the 
church porch. 



South Berkshire Pastoral Area
Portsmouth Roman Catholic Diocese 

Registered Charity No. 246871

Significant Wedding Anniversaries Mass 2022 – Are you celebrating a 25th, 30th, 40th, 50th, 
60th anniversary, or anniversary over 60 years? If so Bishop Philip would like to invite you to a 
Mass of celebration. This will take place at St Bede’s church in Basingstoke on Saturday 2nd July 
2022 at 11am. It is a wonderful occasion to celebrate and witness to Marriage. If you would like to 
come, please  email Liz Murphy at anniversaries@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk If you do not have 
access to the internet, please contact the Parish Office at St Bede’s and they will provide you with 
the form.  To help celebrate the occasion please could you provide a COPY of your Wedding 
photograph, you can upload it when you complete the form online. Alternatively, scan and send via 
email to the above email address.  If you have no access to the internet you can post a COPY 
along with the completed form by post to the following address:  St Bede’s Parish Office, Popley 
Way, Basingstoke, RG24 9DX (Please mark the envelope Significant Wedding Mass)

Parish Finance Committee – This very important ministry oversees the financial affairs and the 
running of the property of the parish. We are always looking to engage new members who have a 
background in money matters or knowledge of buildings. Meetings are usually held four times per 
year. Anyone who feels that they have talents which would be of benefit to the parish in this area of 
its life is warmly invited to join. Please contract Father Marcus or Mr. Richard Taylor (Chair of the 
Committee).

Volunteers needed – Marriage Care is a Catholic charity which supports marriage through 
relationship counselling and marriage preparation.  We are currently looking to recruit volunteers, 
couples or individuals, to facilitate our marriage preparation courses for couples getting married in 
the Catholic church.  Full training and continuing support are provided.  Our presenters usually 
present courses on a Saturday two or three times in a year.  If you think you could help to support 
marriage in this way, please contact Sue Cooper at sue.cooper@marriagecare.org or 
07939495774.   For further information about Marriage Care visit www.marriagecare.org.uk

Refreshments at Holy Ghost – We are starting up the Sunday after church tea gatherings at the 
Holy Ghost again this Sunday 22nd May after the 11am Mass. 
We are looking for helpers for maybe only once per month. Please contact Lesley Geary at 07554 
641 687 if you are able to help. Looking forward to seeing everyone again!

Catholic Communications Network – In his message for the Fifty-Sixth World Day of Social 
Communications, Pope Francis has encouraged us to foster the ability to listen – to God, to one 
another, to the cry of those in need and to those from whom we may differ.
Today’s appeal assists the Church to cultivate an attitude of attentiveness, and to share the Good 
News of Jesus Christ with people throughout the world. If you would like to give a gift to this 
collection, you can donate here: https://donate.giveasyoulive.com/campaign/catholic-
communications-network
Supporters will be able to contribute via this page from Monday, 23 May until Friday, 3 June. Thank 
you for your generosity.

The Alton Day of Renewal (ADoRE) spiritual mini-retreat is returning on Saturday 28th May with 
a one-off live session at St Bede's Basingstoke. ADoRE has been continuing on zoom but this will 
be the first live all-day session since February 2020 and we hope to see many of our regular 
attendees as well as anyone else from the area who may appreciate some spiritual refreshment. 
We start at 9.30 with Mass followed by coffee and chat, a talk on how we are "Called to be a 
People of Praise", and an extended time of praise from a young worship group "Stay Awake". This 
morning session will also be livestreamed for those who can't get to Basingstoke. After a shared 
picnic lunch, there will be Adoration, Prophetic Sharing, Rosary and Prayer Ministry.
Live all-day session 9.30am-3.30pm at St Bede’s Church, Basingstoke RG24 9DX. Please bring 
picnic lunch. No need to book. Full details at http://www.altonrenewal.com/adore_live
Morning session livestream online 9.30am-12.30pm at www.stbedesbasingstoke.org.uk/live. No 
need to register. N.B. Praise song lyrics will not be shown on screen – please download from 
http://www.altonrenewal.com/adore_live


