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NEWSLETTER – SUNDAY 7th AUGUST 2022

NINETEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
===========================================================================

Mass Times and Intentions 

Saturday   6.00pm (IC) The People of the Parish

Sunday   9.00am (IC) Gerard McConville RIP

11.00am (HG) Ronald Oram RIP

Monday   9.30am (HG)   Martin Stubbs RIP

Tuesday  No public Mass today

Wednesday   9.30am (IC)  Pat McChrystal RIP

Thursday   9.30am (HG) Joe Barry RIP

  1.15pm (SL) In honour of the Sacred Heart of Jesus

Friday   9.30am (IC) Pablo, Maria Teresa Steiner & deceased relatives of Steiner-Lacayo family

  1.00pm (HG) Requiem Mass of William Rowland

Saturday 10.00am (HG) Martin Stubbs RIP

  6.00pm (IC) Wilson Family & Friends (Foundation Mass)

Sunday   9.00am (IC) The People of the Parish

14/8 11.00am (HG) Margaret Timpson RIP

This Sunday we will use Eucharistic Prayer 4, which has its own preface

Feasts

Monday – St Dominic, Founder

Tuesday – St. Teresa Benedicta of the Cross, Martyr, Patroness of Europe

Wednesday – St. Laurence, Deacon, Martyr
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Thursday -  St. Clare, Foundress

Anniversaries - The following people’s anniversaries will occur during the coming week: Philip 
Dunphy, Val Breakspear, Tony Marshall, Christian Nimis, Pat McChrystal, Mary (Joan) Murtagh, 
Dennis Mardle, Danny Overend and Jackie Boohally. May they rest in peace.

Sacrament of Reconciliation –

Sandhurst: Fridays after 9.30am Mass; Saturdays 5.15pm – 5.45pm

Crowthorne: Saturdays after 10.00am Mass; Sundays after 11.00am Mass

The Sacrament is also available at other times by contacting Father Marcus to make an 
appointment.

Refreshments at the Church of The Holy Ghost – Refreshments are now available again after 
the 11.00am Mass on Sundays so please join us in the Hall. We are looking for helpers to join a 
rota for maybe only once per month. Please contact Lesley Geary on 07554 641 687 if you are 
able to help. Looking forward to seeing everyone again!

Catechism Classes – Father Marcus will begin this year’s programme of Catechism Classes for 
the children of the parish in September. These cover the articles of the Apostles Creed and the 
Seven Sacraments, as well as a number of other doctrines of the Catholic Faith. The classes are 
held in the Church Hall in Sandhurst on Wednesday evenings 6.00pm – 7.00pm. At the conclusion 
of the course children who are ready will be invited to receive First Holy Communion. The minimum 
age for joining the course is to be in School Year 4 in September and it is only for children who 
belong to our parish community (that is, those who live and/or worship in Crowthorne and 
Sandhurst). Parents who wish their child to be admitted to the classes are asked to contact Father 
Marcus by email (the address is that for the Parish displayed at the top of this newsletter) and he 
will then send them further details and an application form. The closing date for applications is the 
31st August.

Bishop Philip’s Anniversary – At 12 noon on Thursday 29th September there will a Mass in St. 
John’s Cathedral in Portsmouth to celebrate the 10th anniversary of Bishop Philip becoming the 
bishop of our Diocese. The Mass will be followed by refreshments in the Cathedral Centre. All are 
very welcome to attend.

St. Bernadette Relic Tour – From 1st September until 1st November the relics of St. Bernadette will 
be taken on pilgrimage through the dioceses of England, Wales, and Scotland. St. Bernadette is 
famous as the recipient of the apparitions of Our Lady which led to the establishment of the shrine 
of Lourdes. The relics will be visiting a number of places in our area, including St. John’s Cathedral 
in Portsmouth (8th September), the Cathedral of St. Michael and St. George in Aldershot (7th 
September) and St. Dunstan’s Church in Woking (21st October). Further details can be found at the 
website www.stbernadette.org.uk It is recommended that, if you wish to attend, you book 
beforehand in one of the available time slots. This can be done via the website.

Diocesan Ten-Year Mission Plan – Father Marcus writes: The Diocese is embarking on a 
process to work out a mission plan for the coming ten years. There are a number of reasons for 
this. In the coming few years a whole swathe of our clergy will reach the retirement age of 75. Also, 
we have to discern the best ways of nurturing the people in your faith and equipping you for your 
mission in the church. Moreover, the pandemic has accelerated the decline in the number of 
Catholics who are actively engaged with their faith (we have now reached the point where it was 
predicted we would be in 2040 !) and we need to ask can we continue to use the structures (and 
amount of church buildings) we have inherited from the past ? At present the Bishop is carrying out 
a consultation (a phase which will last until 15th December) and I believe that it is important that as 
many of our parishioners be involved in this as possible. At present the basic ideas of the Mission 
Plan can be viewed by visiting the Diocesan website (Google ”Catholic Diocese of Portsmouth”). 
One of the elements of it is that the present Pastoral Areas in which parishes are grouped will be 
reconfigured, the ultimate aim being that groupings will eventually come together to form a single 
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parish consisting of a number of churches for which, in some form, a team of priests will share 
responsibility. What will immediately grab our attention is that the present South Berkshire Pastoral 
Area, to which we belong, will cease to exist, with Ascot uniting with Windsor, and Wokingham and 
Bracknell forming a unit. As for Crowthorne and Sandhurst, the present proposal is that we enter 
into a relationship with Aldershot, Farnborough, Fleet, Church Crookham, Hartley Wintney, and 
Yateley. I should mention immediately that this proposal has been made without anyone consulting 
me. I have already contacted the Diocese to give the reasons why I, personally, think that it is a 
non-starter and that the best way to ensure the flourishing of the Catholic community in 
Crowthorne and Sandhurst is to develop the relationships we have always had with Wokingham 
and Bracknell.  However, you may see things differently and it is essential that all views be taken 
into account. After all, at present this is only a proposal and the Bishop wants this to be a time of 
consultation. Anyway, the draft document can be viewed on the Diocesan website and, having 
prayerfully considered it, you are welcome to express your views on the form attached to this 
newsletter. The Diocese only wants to receive one set of responses per parish, so you are 
welcome to return your form to our Parish Office and then the views of our people will be collated 
(without fear or favour !) and passed on to the Diocesan team responsible for the consultation. 
Unfortunately, paper copies of the document are not yet available for those who do not have 
access to a computer. If you wish to read one, please contact the Parish Office and we will 
endeavour to obtain one for you when they are produced (possibly in September). Finally, even a 
glance at the draft document will clearly show that the object of the exercise really is about how 
best to promote the future mission of the Catholic Church in the area served by our Diocese, given 
the realities we need to face. It is not merely about drawing lines on a map and deciding how best 
to unite the parishes existing at present.  

Thank you ! – Many thanks to our Parish Social Committee and their wider team of helpers who 
worked so hard to organise last Sunday’s Garden Party. Thank you also to those who came along 
and gave their support. It was very well attended and was a most enjoyable occasion.

Church decoration – In case people are wondering what is happening about the much-needed 
redecoration of our church in Sandhurst, it is in hand. Our Finance Committee went to a great deal 
of time and trouble to get the three quotes required by charity law and, having decided which one 
to accept, a formal application to go ahead with the work was made months ago to the Diocese 
(which has to approve any expenditure over £5,000). Our request did not appear on the agenda of 
the next meeting of the Diocesan Committee which considers such matters and, when this was 
queried, it was discovered that our letter of application had been lost in St. Edmund’s House in 
Portsmouth. It subsequently came to light and one of the Diocesan Surveyors has since visited and 
taken photographs in support of our proposal. Our application will be presented at the next meeting 
of the Diocesan Committee towards the end of August and then be passed on for final 
authorisation by the Diocesan Trustees, presumably in September. All being well, the work will 
then start in the autumn. Bearing in mind that we are not asking for a loan to undertake this work 
but will be using the parish’s own money, what is that phrase about “losing the will to live” ?        


